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NOVEMBER 2022
Dear Friends in Christ,
“…..Character produces hope….”
Here is a story from “Alice in wonderland” when Alice met the Cheshire Puss. “Cheshire Puss,” asked
Alice, “would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?” “That depends a good deal on
where you want to go, said the Cat. “I don’t much care where,” said Alice. “Then it doesn’t matter
which way you go,” said the Cat.
Jesus taught His disciples saying, “I am the way and the truth and the life,” expecting them, and we
today, to trust in Him for wherever we are going. In the above conversation between “Alice” and the
“Cheshire Cat” ‘Alice” was not intentional as to the purpose of her journey, and therefore, she received
the answer she deserved.
According to our Liturgical Calendar, we are on the move towards Advent and then to the Christmas. Life
is a journey. “Alice’ knew that. In the whole of our journey together, Jesus Christ, will be the centre of
our focus. We will be living in anticipation of His coming again as He promised, and hoping to discern
His coming. He is coming to be with us, as our Emmanuel. Emmanuel means God-with-us.
The scripture readings for Advent inform and inspire us to live with open minds and hearts for God’s
future to impact our life’s situation. Christians of every age have inquired about the circumstances of
their lives, asking: “who am I?” “why am I here?” and “who is my neighbour?” These are learning
questions, especially, for disciples of Christ.
0ur Advent hoping places us in the presence of Christ, still expecting to be a community of hope. We
give God thanks and praise for relationship with Christ. As we journey with Christ, we trust in the face of
life’s “troubles.” In our faithful living we develop, according to St. Paul, the spiritual virtue of “patience.”
As a wise counsellor, St. Paul describes our spiritual growth and development. He says, “patience
produces character, character produces hope.” (Romans 5: 3b-5.)
Our Christian character is resilient in the face of life’s struggles, because of God’s “love and Spirit”
working in us, we discern our Lord’s expectations of us. We celebrate joyfully the birth of Jesus Christ.
With open minds and hearts, the Spirit of birth of Jesus, awakens in us the possibilities of God’s saving
purpose in the world, in us and in the Church.

Our mission is to worship God and proclaim Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and to
embody – in word and action –God’s reconciling love, justice, compassion and liberation,
through which knowledge of God’s reign is extended.
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We do not have the mind of “Alice” but as disciples of Christ, we pray sincerely asking the Lord, “which
way we ought to go from here?” As He always does, Jesus our Lord will invite us to follow Him,
committing ourselves as disciples, friends and servants, abiding in Him and He in us.
May our God of hope dwell in us with all joy and peace in believing His coming again, as He lives in us
and we in Him, day by day.
With every blessing.

Canon Derek

Advent & Christmas Service Schedule
Sunday, Nov 27th
First Sunday of Advent
9 AM (BCP) & 11 AM (BAS)

Sunday, Dec 4th
Second Sunday of Advent
9 AM (BCP) & 11 AM (BAS)

Sunday, Dec 11th
Third Sunday of Advent
9AM (BCP) & 11AM (BAS)

Sunday, Dec 18th
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9 AM (BCP) & 11 AM (BAS)

Saturday, Dec 24th
Christmas Eve
7PM (BAS pg. 185)
11PM (BAS pg. 230) Traditional "Midnight Mass"
Sunday, December 25th
Christmas Day
10AM (BAS)
Sunday, January 1st
New Year's Day
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
10AM (BAS)

Our mission is to worship God and proclaim Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and to
embody – in word and action –God’s reconciling love, justice, compassion and liberation,
through which knowledge of God’s reign is extended.

