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Caribbean Teachings and Learnings and Planning, 
 
Just before anyone else asks me if I had a nice holiday, I had a fruitful working trip!  
 
I joined four worship services in three churches, (St Martin’s, St Barnabas, St Ambrose,) and visited 5 others 
(St Michael’s Cathedral, St James, St Mark’s, St John’s, St George’s). I visited Codrington Theological 
College.  
I met with and interviewed the Archbishop, John Holder, the Principal of the College, Dr Ian Rock, and 
two other members of Codrington staff. I met with parish clergy in diverse ministries, Fr Small (St Martin’s - 
rural), Fr Mark Harewood (St Barnabas – sub-urban), Fr Clive Thomas (St Ambrose – inner city 
deprivation), Fr DeVere Murrell recently retired, and with Marjory Marshal’s remarkable sisters Sharon, who 
is in the midst of theological education, and Anne, both of whom have thoughtful, strong and clear ideas on 
faith and church. I also spoke with factory workers as I visited a plastics plant (Superior Plastics) and with 
the marvelous Mrs. Williams who stopped me on the street one day and told me about her faith and her 
thoughts on what makes a good church. 
 
I rented a motorcycle to travel and visit the surprisingly different areas of the south half of the island. 
 
As I met people the questions I asked again and again were around the patterns of worship that root the 
spirituality of Caribbean Anglicans. What is the spirituality? How has church changed in the last 50 years? 
How has society changed? What is arising in the way faith is practiced as these things change the context of 
lives? What is the experience of the Caribbeans who left and are living abroad? What do they seek as they 
return? How can I best support Caribbean Anglicans in Canada, liturgically, spiritually and communally? I 
was trying to find what mistakes I am making, and what could be done better. 
 
Dr Rock, the Principal of Codrington, has written on some of these subjects and he gave me a long and 
difficult to hear response. He said that the heart of Caribbean spirituality is resilience.  
Resilience, he said, is the survival method of the slave. The master can hurt or kill the body, but there is a 
sacred inner place where the person’s relationship with God is kept. This the master can never touch. It is 
guarded. It is the relationship of God’s love in Jesus. Even though the plantation owners used Christian 
theology to justify racial domination and acts of terrible violence, the black people, required to go to church, 
heard there and embraced the love of God, the grace of God’s Spirit, and the promise of salvation in Jesus 
their Lord. This faith became the bulwark of their inner lives, and it was this that enabled them to survive 
the evils of colonialism and racism.  
While many of the structures of the plantation slave economy have been dismantled, still in the descendants 
of slavery, the inner and private place of faith remains. Dr Rock said to me that the Caribbean person comes 
to church for God, not for the clergy, and will ride out the best and the worst of the clergy and the changes 
in the institution while coming to make that private contact with God in worship and in sacrament. 
 
Dr Rock was academic and dogmatic in his expression of this, but many others said the same thing in softer 
ways.  
 
What is needed in the Caribbean wish list for worship? Plenty of Bible readings. Plenty of hymns. Long 
sermons which have something in them to “take home”, something which speaks to the hearer in his or her 
life, in their real situation. A service should come together to lift the spirit up, to let the movement of God’s 



Holy Spirit be felt, and the worshipper should come out of the church having been moved deep inside. 
Church on Sunday matters and no one is in a hurry. 2 hours is fine, longer is not a problem! 
 
Worship should be ordered and dignified. It should be done right. It should be holy. And it should be in the 
hands of the people. We need more voices and faces than just the priest. Caribbean spirituality is in worship, 
especially in singing hymns that speak to the heart. (I sang a lot of hymns this week, and none but one was 
written later than 1895. And they were really good hymns!)  
 
I talked with clergy about Fresh Expressions, ways of “doing church” in very different ways, coming out of 
England. I found we shared similar hesitations. But then I found St. Ambrose Church, with a new priest 
from the Windward Islands, was in a similar, but rougher place than Scarborough. A congregation of older, 
good, faithful people, few children or youth, a neighbourhood with significant economic and social 
challenges. They are starting a weekly meal program, a breakfast for kids mainly. They are looking at a 
homework club. They are trying to build relationships with seniors and just serve the people around them as 
Christ would have done. No hidden agenda of recruiting new bodies to the ranks! Just for the love of Christ, 
and let God lead people in! 
 
I asked for suggestions for worship and ministry in a congregation that is home for many from a distant 
land. My interviewees talked about church not just as a place of worship, but as a place of home, of 
community, of the shared experience of expatriates, and of a place where you can relax and be yourself 
around people who will immediately understand you. They said that this need for familiarity was true for the 
way worship is conducted and the way food is shared and meetings are held and Bible study conducted.  
 
I realised that in the process of blending the traditions and liturgies of our four founding churches there may 
have been real losses here for people, both Caribbeans and for members of Grace from all the places life has 
brought them. I realize that the Canadian Church, in which I have most of my experience, may not be the 
best model for providing spiritual and community support. Before this trip I knew that my practice of 
church leadership had already been changed by my time at Grace. Now I think I understand better why that 
change took place, and I have an understanding of some things that we, as a whole church, can do to make 
Grace a richer and deeper place of worship and community for the very large representation of Caribbean 
members. 
 
We are a mixed culture church, and we are a Canadian church, and we are a church in times of great social 
transition. We live in a secular culture and with declining traditional church membership. We are called by 
the diocese to be missional and to be something other than what we were doing separately before 
amalgamation. I think I need to ask our Caribbean émigrés to start a conversation about how we can move 
in a good direction, especially around the 10.30 Sunday liturgy. 
 
This has to happen without a sense of winning or losing, and with mutual respect for all members, and it 
will happen in steps and starts and with missteps and with corrections. Grace needs to be a home for 
everyone, and everyone has a voice that can be heard. 
 
So I ask, as I return from a very working trip (rather than a vacation), that members of Grace Church will 
enter into a conversation.  
I also ask for God’s grace and guidance as we reach inwards for this work, and reach outwards to the as-yet 
unknown people around us. They too will need a safe place for their worship, for their community and for 
their faith in Jesus as Lord to grow and deepen. 
May God bless and guide and keep us as we work to be the house of God here in Scarborough, a house of 
prayer for all nations. 


